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O fuck a memorable anniderfiry as this, When the heart of every Honeſt 
Welſhman muſt be naturally warmed and dilated to the utmoſt extent, by a moſt 
| fervent zeal for the memory of his immortal Patron, and a very honourable 
regard for the credit and proſperity of his country ; the Precentor and Chapter of 
St. David's humbly preſume; they ſhall not be confidered as intruſive or imper— 
tinent, if they attempt toavail themſelves of this opportunity, of calling the atten- 
tion of their countrymen to an object, in which the honour of their Patron, 
and the whole Principality, ſeems to be materially included. The tomb of that ve- 
nerable Saint you all ſo much reverence, and the moſt magnificent cathedral church 
ſurrounding it, which has been going to gradual decay ever ſince the Reformation, 
are now reduced to an alarming tate of ruin, and muſt abſolutely fall, if not 
immediately ſupported and repaired. As the church was originally built and 
conſtantly ſupported by the public contributions of the Principality, and as no 
other fund whatever has been appropriated to its repair; it is obvious no part 
of its preſent ruinous ſtate can juſtly be attributed to the neglect, or indifference, 
of the Canons, the appointed guardians of the Tomb and. Temple of your tutelary 
Saint, St. David. When it is recollected alſo, that they are the pooreſt body 
of that deſcription 3 in the whole iſland, it is hoped their conduct will appear 
both generous and exemplary, when the Principality is informed, that, on the 
| 26th of July laſt, at their general audit, they raiſed a ſubſcription among 
| themſelves of above a thouſand pounds, which, by the generous concurrence of 
a few gentlemen that honoured them that day with their company, amounted 
to the ſum of near 1150. and which ſubſequent private applications to a few 
liberal gentlemen connected with the Principality, have raiſed to the ſum 
of 18004. The church itſelf, as muſt be evident to any one that has ſeen it, or 
inſpected the drawings Which are prepared for this purpoſe, was originally truly 
magnificent. And the wiſh of the preſent Canons is, to reſtore it entire- 
ly to its former ſtate of grandeur, tor which a ſum of Seven Thouſand 
Pounds will be wanting; which it is impoſſible to procure in any other way, 
than by an application to a generous Public ; who they can little doubt, from 
their liberality on other ſuch occaſions, and from the general liberality of the 
times, which is now building jails and hoſpitals with a magnificence before un- 
known, will never ſuffer ſuch” a monument of the piety of our anceſtors, to fall 
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to the ground, which, for its antiquity, reſpe@ability, and magniticence, may 
challenge the pr ecedence of almoſt all others in the ifland. 

As it appears, though, but juſt and reſpectful, that no further application 
ſhould be made, till the ſentiments of the Principality ſhall be known, the caſe, 
Gentlemen, is humbly laid before you; and there is little doubt but on ſuch a 
great and preſſing occaſion, which never happened before, and never can occur 
again, you will, by your generous exertions, declare to the world, that the true 
ſpirit of your country is as warm and as active as ever; and that each of you withes 

to addreſs our drooping metropolis as in the language of the immortal poet, 


I Decus, i, noſirum; melioribus utere fatis. 


As St. David's, though ſo renowned in ancient hiſtory and opinion, has beet 
much neglected ever fince the Reformation, a ſhort abſtract of its N may 
erhaps be acceptable. 
It is fituated on the extremity of the iſland, on the border of the Iriſh Chan- 
nel, almoſt due Weſt, and about 2 50 miles diſtant, from the metropolis. Its 
original name was in Welſh Menyw, from wv hence the Latin Menevia and Mene- 
venſs are derived. 

It was at firſt a celebrated monaſtery, probutily- ſince the firſt introduction of I 
Chriſtianity into that part of the iſland; | and, as Appears from ſome accounts, 
was alſo a biſhopric. 
About the year 546, the renowned St. David, Patron of Wales, ſon of Xantus 
Prince of Wales, and uncle to King Arthur, removed the Archi-Epiſcopal ſee 
from Caerleon in Monmouthſhire, where it had been eſtabliſhed by Dubritius, to 
this place. It continued to exerciſe its Archi-Epiſcopal juriſdiction over its ſuf? 
fragan biſhops, Worceſter, Hereford, St. Aſaph, Bangor, and Llandaff, till 
about the year 1115; when Bernard a Roman, being forced into the ſee by the 
violent authority of Henry the Firſt, he meanly furrendered his Archi- Epiſcopal 
powers to the ſee of Canterbury, to which it has continued ſubject ever ſince. 


The ſhrine of St. David for many centuries was the moſt renowned in this 


iſland, and moſt frequented by the concourſe of pilgrims of all ranks, till Tho- 
mas of Beckett's monument grew into ſuch great repute at Canterbury. The opi- 
nion of its ſanctity was ſo high, that going to RIG it twice, was held equally meri- 
torious with going once to Rome, as appears from the celebrated Monkiſh verſe, 


Naa ſemel quantum, bis dat Menevia tantum. 


The concourſe of pilgrims was of courſe very numerous and reſpectable, 
among whom were Kings and Queens, and particularly VV Nam the e 
ho came here to atone for all the violences he had committed. 

Its wealth was conſequently great, and fo notorious, that it e an object 
-” plunder to the Danes and Saxons, who have ſeveral times ſtormed and plun— 
dered the place, burnt the church, and murdered two Biſhops. Its opulence, 
however, continued reſpectable till the Reformation, which, putting a ſtop to 
the influence of all Popith ſuperſtitions, effectually dried up the ſource of its 
wealth, which depended on the voluntary contributions of pilgrims. 
| "The church, in ſize and ſtructure, is one of the molt magnificent in the 
whole iſland. It is in length about zoo feet, and the breadth about 68. The 
under arches are of the pure Saxon architecture, and the lighteſt of the kind in 
the kingdom. The ceiling of the nave with Iriſh oak, which is ſtill perfect, is 
allowed by able judges to be the moſt elegant of its kind. The roof of Biſhop 
Vaughan's chapel is in the moſt beautifuf ſtyle of modern Gothic; and, being 
built at the ſame time, and in the fame ſtyle, was probably conſtructed by ſome 
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of 5 workmen employed about the Chapel of Henry the Seventh at Weſt- 
minſter. 

It contains the monuments of St. David, Owen Tudor, Reeſe Tudor, Ed- 
mund Earl of Richmond Father of Henry the Seventh, Giraldus Cambrenſis 
the celebrated Welch hiſtorian, Biſhop Gower Lord Chancellor of England, 
Biſhop Houghton alſo Lord Chancellor of England, &c. &c. &c. 

Beſide theſe truly reſpectable monuments of antiquity, the Cloſe contains the ruins 
of a Biſhop's palace, which, in extent and grandeur, is to be equalled by nothing of 
that kind in the iſland. There are alſo the remains of a beautiful college, built 
by the famous John of Gaunt and Biſhop Houghton, and a moſt elegant octagon 
tower at the entrance into the place, where the Biſhop's records were formerly 
kept. In ſhort, there is not a ſpot in the whole iſland, in which the mind of the 
Hiſtorian, the ſpirit of the Chriſtian, the heart of the Welchman, and the taſte 
of the Antiquarian, can be more amply gratified and indulged. And as there are 

now before Parliament two bills to open a communication. to it, by means of a 

turnpike road, from the towns of Cardigan and Haverfordweſt, there can be no 

doubt, but, if a liberal ſubſcription can be procured for the repairs of the church, 
that it will once more riſe into reſpe& and notice, and attract the attention of 
ſome future hiſtorian, much more able to do juſtice to ſo curious a ſubject, than 

at preſent 1 is in the power of the compoſer of this very haſty ſketch, 


Sic nos digna manet Divini Gloria Templi. 
5 Floreat ——— 
It is prop 11 1 that tke new - repairs ſhould be conducted 17 Mr. Naſh, late pupil 
to Sir Robert Taylor, under the direction and approbation of Mr. W yatt. 
Several views of St. David's may be inſpected, by any Welch gentleman giving 
notice the day before, at No. 18, Buckingham: ſtreet, Strand; where ſublerip — 
tions will be received by Canon Hor cops, and by Meflrs. Dex NE and Svok, 
ers, Strand. 


Preſent ſlate of Subſe criptious for the Repairs of the Cathedral C hurch of St. David's, 


Jury 26, 1790. 


. . 
Lord Biſhop of St. David's - . - 100 G 0 
Kev. Precentor Wollaſton „ 93 — oo 0 
Chancellor Du-Queſne - EW - 100 0 0 
Treaſurer Cocks I” - 1 * 100 O © 
Canon Holcombe „%%; ᷑ .rl.. N — 100 0 0 
Canon Rogers „ - - - VVV 
F — . — 400 8 
Arxrchdeacon Moſs = 5 — - . 
Archdeacon Edwardes „ - - 50 0 8 
 Archdeacon Probnn bo - - — 0 9 8 
Other Prebendaries _ - - 87 10 0 
Sub Chantor and Vicars Choral - - - 66 4 6 
MY 1003 14 O 
Private Subſcriptions — 141 17 
| | | 1145 11 
Subſcriptions ſince received. | 
Lord Biſhop of Bath and Wells — „ 
Lord Biſhop of Oxford . 4 100 0 o 
John Campbell, of Stackpool- Court, Eſq. 2 100 © 0 
Other Subſcriptions - 4 307 14 o 
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